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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 

566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 

 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES, OCTOBER 21, 2013 

 

Present:   Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman 

    Paul J. Donohue, Vice-Chairman 

    Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 

    Alfred P. Porro 

    Debbie Holmwood 

    Stephen M. Costello, Town Planner 

    Claire Murphy, Admin Asst 

 

 

7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board was called to order by Mr. Sheehan, Chairman, in 

Room 12, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the minutes of September 30, 2013, seconded by 

Mr. Porro 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

MAJOR SITE PLAN REVIEW – 570 Boston Providence Highway (formerly Decathlon) 

 

Present:  David Spiegel, owner/applicant 

   Matt Smith, Norwood Engineering 

 

Mr. Smith explained that they are coming before the Board to request site plan approval for the 

former Decathlon building. They are requesting approvals to pulverize and re-pave the parking 

lot, add landscaping islands and improve the stormwater discharge from the site by installing 

three water quality treatment units.      

 

Mr. Smith gave an overview of the project. They propose to install windows to the front of the 

existing building, add landscaping and add parking to the front of the building. Mr. Smith 

pointed the locations of the three stormwater treatments units. Mr. Smith went over the 

landscaping plan and talked about the planting list. Since the department review meeting, they 

have widened the islands and eliminated two parking spaces on the highway side of the site 

and replaced them with planting beds. Esthetically the site will look better, traffic 

channelization will be a lot better and the water quality will be greatly improved.  
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Ms. Holmwood said that she had met with Mr. Spiegel and Mr. Ryan and noting that she is a 

“green space” girl feels like they came up with a good compromise on the landscaping.  

 

Mr. Porro asked about the broken line shown on the map.  Mr. Smith explained that this line 

shows the Water Resource Protection District and this district protects wells. Mr. Smith noted 

that this project is on the outer zone of the wells but the closer you get to the wells the 

restrictions get a lot stricter.   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that he feels this project will be an improvement to the parking lot just 

as Saver’s was and he liked the plan. 

 

Mr. Costello asked what the channeling island would be made of and Mr. Smith said granite.  

Mr. Costello said that he had talked about having a central island like they did at Savers’ and 

suggested closing off eight more spaces in the parking lot because he feels there is not enough 

green space. Mr. Spiegel went over the plan showing the green space at the entrance near the 

roadway that is an improvement of the site. Mr. Spiegel was concerned with the flow of the 

traffic on the site and he feels by adding more islands would impede the flow. Mr. Spiegel 

noted that he was spending a lot of money on improving the site and he would like the PB 

flexibility to accept the plan they are proposing.  

 

Mr. Sheehan asked about the cost of the upgrade that Mr. Costello is suggesting. Mr. Costello 

said it would cost about $10,000 to install the granite islands.  

 

Mr. Smith noted that they are upgrading the existing building, the parking and the sidewalks, he 

noted that this is a good project. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked about the pork chop islands near Route One and suggested making 

those islands bigger and then they would only have to take away one parking space each.  

 

Mr. Spiegel and Mr. Smith did agree with this. 

 

Mr. Donohue asked about lighting. There is no change to the lighting. 

 

Mr. Spiegel mentioned that if they decided to just pave the parking lot they would not have to 

come to the PB but they decided to make other changes so they had to come before the Board.  

 

Mr. Costello said that they would have to go through the same process as Mr. Zoppo, they 

would need a Site Plan Approval no matter what they did. 

 

Mr. Spiegel feels that they are making substantial improvements to this site compared to what 

was done on the Savers site.  

 

Mr. Costello wanted to make sure that all the small islands would be granite not concrete and 

Mr. Spiegel agreed. 
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Mr. Costello also thought larger caliper of trees were needed on these islands. Mr. Smith 

agreed to this.   

 

Motion made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the Site Plan for 570 Boston Providence Highway 

with the condition that the pork chop islands be increased, larger caliper trees be installed and 

granite curbing installed on all the islands, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

Vote  5-0  motion passed 

 

Mr. Costello told the Planning Board that Mr. Spiegel will have to return to the Board because 

of signage. A public hearing will be scheduled for November 18, 2013. 

 

 

 

MINOR SITE PLAN AND SPECIAL PERMIT AMENDMENT -  25 Endicott Street 

 

Mr. Costello stated that he received notification that the decision for Applied Plastics, 25 

Endicott Street was incorrect, the correct location of the proposed work and actual address of 

the property is a recently created lot that has been assigned a street address of 55 Endicott 

Street.  Mr. Costello will file a Certificate of Action showing the change of address.  

 

Motion made by Mr. Porro to approve the Minor Site Plan and Special Permit Amendment for 

the change of address from 25 Endicott Street to 55 Endicott Street, seconded by Ms. 

Holmwood 

Vote  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

  

UPDATE ON HOME MARKET FOODS, 140 Morgan Drive 

 

Mr. Costello stated that the cases against the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals have 

been setteled, also the State has revoked the EACC Project Benefits and the Local Tax Incentive 

Financing (TIF) for Home Market Foods.  

 

UPDATE ON CERTAINTEED SHINGLES (BIRD) – Pleasant Street 

 

Mr. Costello stated that the State has revoked the EACC Project Benefits and the Local Tax 

Incentive Financing (TIF) for Certainteed. 

 

UPDATE ON HOUSING PRODUCTION PLAN 

 

Mr. Costello stated that the Housing Production Plan has been approved and certified as of 

September 4, 2013. Mr. Costello went over the applicability to future 40B projects such as 

Forbes Hill 40B (Mercer) and Folsom 40B (Washington Street, formerly Lock Clinic).  
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Mr. Costello is re-scheduling public hearings on the Plimpton Press 40R and Guild Street (Regal) 

40R Projects for November 18, 2013 at the Police and Fire Station.  

 

 

NORWOOD HOSPITAL OVERLAY DISTRICT  

 

Mr. Costello talked about the future warrant article for the next Special Town Meeting for the 

Norwood Hospital Overlay District.  The Hospital is looking to install a parking garage. 

 

 

 

PLANNING BOARD APPOINTMENT 

 

Mr. Costello explained that Mr. Plasko is looking for a member of the Planning Board to be on 

the Medical Marijuana Treatment Committee. Mr. Paciorkowski volunteered to attend the first 

meeting.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Porro 

Vote  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

  

 

 

 


